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	EYFS Daring Dragons! Learning Sequence Spring 2 2025

	Synopsis: Children will continue to explore the world of medieval castles, knights and princesses but will now be introduced to the mythical creatures of dragons. They will extend their descriptive vocabulary and language of textures as they create rhythmical poetry on dragons. They will experience a castle and look at its features first hand on our trip to Brougham Castle. They will learn to identify, name and describe a range of materials and their properties. They will engage in a range of mark making opportunities and will extend their sentences applying their phonics knowledge. The children will continue to access Twinkl Phonics and will celebrate World Book Day with the whole school. They will engage in lots of outdoor opportunities and seasonal walks.
In Literacy, the children will continue to access Traditional Tales/Stories but will now extend this into looking at stories with a repeating structure. They will engage in large scale gross motor writing activities from the Moving to Write programme focusing on the formation of pre-writing shapes that support letter formation. The Nursery children will continue to access Level 1 Twinkl phonic activities. In Reception the children will continue to learn the Level 3 sounds using the Twinkl Phonics Programme. The Nursery children will begin to write their own names and engage in mark-making opportunities through their diaries. The Reception children will create story maps, engage in retelling activities and will create a class poem on dragons.
In Understanding the World, the children will learn about our local castles and how they are linked to the local historical figure of Lady Anne Clifford. They will investigate changes in state and talk about what is happening. They will program Bee-Bots to move and will learn about how computers work by following instructions.
In Expressive Arts and Design, the children will learn about the materials of clay, plastacine and playdough and how these can be sculpted. They will create dragon eggs and decorate them using a range of tools. They will role play going on a dragon hunt and then explore our dragon cave. 
In Communication and Language, the children will continue to use ‘story language’ in their role-play. They will join in with repetitive phrases and compare stories explaining their reasoning. They will grow in confidence to perform poetry as a group.
In Physical Development, the children will construct with a purpose in mind to build a castle. They will focus on ball skills as well as continuing to develop both their fine and gross motor skills. They will focus on scissor skills, tearing and sticking paper.
In Personal, Social and Emotional, the children will learn about how we stay healthy and why it is important to look after our bodies. They will learn how to stay safe when crossing the road and about stranger danger.
In Mathematics, the Nursery children will learn about the Number 5 and 6 and their composition. They will subitise, count, recognise and order numbers. The Reception children will focus on number bonds to 10 using both tens frames and part whole models. They will then move onto extending and creating both simple and complex repeating patterns.

	Literacy

	Traditional Stories 

	OBJECTIVES

Children in Nursery will be learning to:
· Ask questions about a book, making comments and sharing their ideas
· Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary
· Listen and join in with stories and poems
· Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and phrases in stories
· Talk about events and characters in stories
· Understand that we read from left to right and top to bottom
· Understand how books work and the names of the different parts of the book

Children in Reception will be learning to: 
· Re-reads books to begin to build up his/her confidence in word reading his/her fluency and his/her understanding and enjoyment.
· Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.
· Blend sounds into words so that he/she can read short words made up of know letter-sound correspondence.
· Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say the sounds for them.
· Read a few common exception words matched to the Twinkl Phonics programme.
· Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter-sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few common exception words.






Children in Nursery will be learning to:
· Enjoy drawing and mark making
· Understand that marks have meaning
· Marks can stand for the letters in their name
· Include mark making and early writing in their play
· Imitate adults writing by writing continuous lines of shapes and symbols from left to right
· Have a go at writing their name

Children in Reception will be learning to:
· Write their own name
· Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.
· Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.
· Write simple sentences using a capital letter and a full stop
· Write a story based on Jack and the Beanstalk and then create their own version

	LEARNING SEQUENCE 

Phonics/Early Reading
Nursery 
· Engaging in daily songs/stories/poems and rhymes
· Share different stories with a repeating pattern and discuss the different parts of the book i.e. front cover, title, back cover etc.
· Encourage discussion about the pictures and talk about the different characters and what is happening in the story
· Daily Level 1 Twinkl Phonic games and activities focusing on the first 6 of the 7 aspects of Level 1 Phonics – Environmental Sounds, Instrumental Sounds, Body Percussion, Rhythm and Rhyme, Alliteration and Voice Sounds. Oral Blending and Segmenting will be introduced in the Summer Term
· Share a range of Twinkl Phonic books linked to Level 1
· Engage in role play linked to stories – use key phrases e.g. ‘We’re Not Scared’ (Bear Hunt). Act out using a range of story spoons.
Reception
· Reading books matched to the children’s individual phonic ability.
· When learning about a new book/theme vocabulary lists will be created for the children to explore throughout the learning sequence. 
· Comprehension and word-reading will be supported through the Twinkl Phonics programme as well as through discussion when we read traditional stories and listen to children read.
· Teach level 3 sounds through the Twinkl phonics programme.
· Sound cards will be sent home weekly, including parent guidance.
· Children will practise oral blending and segmenting through their daily phonics, reading and writing activities.
· Children will be taught how to read and write common exception words.
· Children will practise reading focus words through phonics, in their reading books and at home with the aim of increasing their fluency.
· Share a range of stories with a repeating pattern e.g. We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, I’m Going on a Dragon Hunt and compare them. 
· Focus on I’m Going on a Dragon Hunt and discuss the story
· Create a simple story map and sequence the story
· Act it out using story spoons and masks using a range of story language and key repetitive phrases
· Create a door display as part of our World Book Day celebrations
· Share a range of dragon poetry. Focus on the rhyming words

Writing - Nursery 
· Encourage the children to mark make in a range of ways using both big and small movements
· Engage in Moving to Write sessions focusing on pre-writing shapes led by an Early Years Advisor
· Engage in pre-writing shape activities to build up their writing skills before introducing letter formation
· Model being a writer so they can understand that marks have meaning
· Mark making activities in their diaries/mark making descrptions

Writing - Reception
· Engage in Moving to Write sessions focusing on pre-writing shapes led by an Early Years Advisor.
· Engage in gross and fine motor activities focusing on pre-writing shapes to teach letter formation.
· Cursive handwriting taught following the whole school policy. 
· Practise writing own name/ letters/ CVC words; using name card/ flash cards; in glitter/foam/hair gel etc.; using chalk on playground/paint and paint brushes/paper and different writing materials. 
· Write initial sounds, initial and final sounds or attempt to spell simple CVC words using their increasing phonic knowledge
· Children will write weekly diary entries (captions/recount)
· Write simple sentences using a capital letter, finger space and a full stop
· Write their own story following the pattern of the dragon hunt
· Write simple rhyming sentences and create a class dragon poem

	Understanding the World

	Past and Present, People, Culture and Community and The Natural World

	OBJECTIVES

Children in Nursery and Reception will be learning to:

· Remember and talk about significant events in their own experience
· Talk about members of their immediate family and community
· Comment on images of familiar situations in the past
· Is able to compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past

· Explore the natural world around them
· Describes what they can see, hear and feel whilst outside
· Understands the effects of the changing seasons on the natural world
· Uses all their senses in hands on exploration of materials
· Explores collections of materials with similar and/or different properties
· Talks about the differences between materials and changes they notice
· Talks about what they see using a wide range of vocabulary
· Explore how things work

· Understand that some places are special to members of their community
· Continue to develop positive attitudes about how people are all different

· Seeks to acquire basic skills with a range of ICT equipment
· Complete a simple program on a computer
· Use an Ipad to access a range of simple Apps



	LEARNING SEQUENCE
· Explore local castles through photos, books and by visiting one
· Learn about local historical figure – Lady Anne Clifford
· Learn about the Easter story and the symbolism and importance of the Cross
· Design and build their own Easter garden
· Explore the natural world around us during our Treerific Tuesday sessions. Use all of our senses to explore and then describe what they can see, hear, feel and smell. Take photos of what they find
· Investigate the season of Spring – look for the first signs of Spring
· Talk about seasonal changes since the Winter e.g. warmer, flowers growing, buds on trees. Talk about the weather
· Go on a materials hunt around school and the outdoor area – recognise and name some everyday materials. Recognise which objects are made of the same materials e.g. wooden fence, shed etc.
· Extend their vocabulary of different materials and widen their knowledge of materials around them
· Explore a range of everyday materials using their senses and sort them in different ways
· Investigate how materials are similar and different. Describe them using the language of texture and compare their properties – use a feely box or bag so the children focus on using their sense of touch alone
· Make their own feely dragon linked to That’s Not My Dragon book
· Investigate the best materials for building a castle; explore different materials - what are their uses? Record findings in different ways; design a castle; make castles using materials believed to be best; test buildings against a catapult – will they stay standing? If not, why not?
· Children will continue to develop their familiarity with Purple Mash and technology such as the plasma board and class i-pads. 
· Learn how to operate and navigate simple programmes and apps on the I-pads.

	Expressive Arts and Design

	Creating with Materials and Being Imaginative and Expressive

	OBJECTIVES

Children in Nursery and Reception will be learning to:
· Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.
· Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.
· Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
· Develop storylines in their pretend play.
· Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.
· Explore different materials freely so they develop their ideas of how to use them and what to make
· Draw with increasing complexity and detail
· Draw a face with a circle and represent some details 
· Show different emotions in their drawings
· Develops storylines in their pretend play
· Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
· Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.
· Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.
· Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.
	LEARNING SEQUENCE

· Explore a range of media and materials in the creative area
· Explore primary colours during free painting – use a range of brush sizes to support their fine motor development
· Using the book ‘Tell me a Dragon’ for inspiration look at the structure of dragons and draw/paint their own dragon
· Add labels and write descriptive sentences to match 
· Explore a range of media such as clay, play dough and plastacine
· Practise skills of rolling, shaping, moulding, squeezing and stretching – link back to forces. How are you changing it?
· Describe the different materials and explore how they can manipulate them
· Look at different examples of sculptures
· Experiment with decorating clay using a range of tools
· Design and build their own dragon egg
· Decorate it with a range of patterns/shapes
· Role play going on a dragon hunt during outdoor learning
· Dragon Cave role play area - develop storylines building on their knowledge of traditional stories and dragons
· Act out and freeze-frame different parts of ‘I’m Going on a Dragon Hunt’ explore concept of first/next/last; use role play masks to support; record with photographs; label/write on them 
· Develop their scissor skills and fine motor skills through cutting, threading, moulding, rolling and using tools
· Explore a range of textures and describe them.
· Explore how the clay changes when wet to dry
· Design and build a castle; explore materials and how they can be manipulated; explore what is strong/weak and what would be the best materials; design/make.
· Sing songs about castles and dragons’/poetry basket rhymes
· Share a range of nursery rhymes focusing on the rhyming pattern
· Charanga Music Unit on Our World



	Communication and Language

	Listening, Attention and Understanding and Speaking

	OBJECTIVES

Children in Nursery and Reception will be learning to:
· Hold serve and return conversations
· Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important. 
· Learn new vocabulary
· Use new vocabulary through the day. 
· Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them.
· Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. 
· Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives. 
· Describe events in some detail. 
· Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and why they might happen. 
· Develop social phrases. 
· Engage in story times
· Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. 
· Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and some in their own words.
· Use new vocabulary in different contexts.
· Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 
· Learn rhymes, poems and songs.
· Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.






	LEARNING SEQUENCE

Through the theme and learning opportunities, children will develop their abilities within this area. They will have opportunities to express themselves effectively and be supported, via interventions, when this is challenging. Communication and language will be considered when planning other areas of the curriculum and is a central part of linking the curriculum together. A weekly focus on the objectives will ensure that coverage and observations are in place to support assessment; however, it is vital that C&L forms the basis of other planning.

Some supporting ideas for this term are as follows: 

· Use role-play to enhance language 
· Use story language in play situations
· Encourage questioning by introducing question starters 
· Adult-led inputs that support vocabulary development around castles and dragons
· Send home the key vocabulary for children to explore at home
· Non-fiction texts about castles/forces and materials for children to explore
· Share story books on the theme of dragons introducing new ambitious vocabulary
· Focus on first/next/last/story language
· Create opportunities where children can talk whilst they work
· Look at different rhymes/poems associated with dragons
· Encourage children to join in with reciting poetry as a whole class and then in smaller groups
· Introduce humour by looking at different versions of traditional tales
· Explore descriptive language for materials – feely bag activities

	Physical Development

	Gross Motor Skills and Fine Motor Skills

	OBJECTIVES	

Children in Nursery will be learning to:

· Develop their movement skills including balancing, riding bikes, trikes and scooters and ball skills
· Climbing steps and apparatus using alternate feet
· Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a short time

Children in Reception will be learning to:

· Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.
· Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group.
· To revise and refine the fundamental skills of movement e.g. running, walking, skipping and hopping.

PE session focus;
· Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aiming. 
· Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve a ball.
· Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility.



· Use a dominant hand
· Use a comfortable grip (working towards a tripod grip) with good control when using pens and pencils
· Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully: - meal times (using a knife and fork)
· Develop their fine motor skills so they can use a range of tools competently

	LEARNING SEQUENCE

· Big motor movements through our ‘Big Writing’ activities, handwriting sessions to encourage gross-motor development e.g. large scale painting, vertical painting with water, large scale chalking, using scarves and magic wands to stretch and bend.
· Creating big movement writing opportunities where children can practise pre-writing shapes e.g. lines (vertical/horizontal, circles and crosses)
· Begin forming letters both gross- and fine-motor with a focus on retracing vertical lines and forming anti-clockwise circles
· Balancing along beams and stepping stones in outdoor area
· Climbing on our tractor tyre in the outdoor area
· Moving to music – focusing on the basic movement skills of running, skipping, hopping, galloping and balancing
· Play a range of games to practise moving in space, stopping and starting, holding a pose e.g. Beans, Traffic Lights and Musical Statues
· P.E. Sessions – Ball Skills. Teach children how to throw, catch, kick, roll and control the ball in a range of ways
· Teach children how to stay safe and to manage risks when playing ball games and using equipment
· Navigate space successfully, avoiding obstacles and each other 
· Outdoor sessions that focus on navigating space; using bikes safely and appropriately; running activities in the outside area; ‘hunt the….’ activities which encourage changing direction rapidly.
· To use the toilet independently, encouraging personal hygiene.
· Use circle times to discuss how to support health and wellbeing
· Develop fine-motor skills using a variety of resources including playdough, clay, plastacine, loose parts, pegs, threading, cutting, pin boards etc.
· Refine pencil grip with the aim of a tripod grip; encourage a dominant hand
· Writing letters and pre-writing shapes in coloured sand, glitter, paint bags, with sticks, paintbrushes
· Use knives and forks in playdough, a range of cutting tools and support the Reception children at lunchtime
· Engage in Moving to Write activities supporting the development of pre-writing shapes

FORMATION (Objective) Develop the foundations of a cursive handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.


	Personal, Social and Emotional Development

	Self-Regulation, Managing Self and Building Relationships

	OBJECTIVES
Children in Nursery and Reception will be learning to: 
· See themselves as a valuable individual.
· Build constructive and respectful relationships.
· Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.
· Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.
· Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.
· Think about the perspectives of others.
· Manage their own personal hygiene needs.

Note: as a team we are constantly observing and keeping a look out for children who seem worried, sad or angry for much of the time. We also pay attention to any children who seem to flit from one thing to the next or children who seem to stay for over-long periods doing the same thing, and become distressed if they are encouraged to do something different. As a school we work closely with parents and other agencies to find out more about these developmental difficulties.

The Jigsaw objectives can be found on our website 
https://stainton-cofe-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/puzzle-overviews/ 
All year groups follow the Jigsaw Teaching programme.

These curriculum objectives are covered in weekly lessons, circle times and topics are celebrated through a weekly celebration assembly
	LEARNING SEQUENCE 

Through the theme and learning opportunities provided, children will develop their self-confidence and self-awareness. They will begin to manage their feelings and behaviour e.g. turn-taking, sharing and following instructions and begin to build positive relationships with adults and children. 

As this is a Prime area for development we ensure that PSED is carefully planned within the week through both child- and adult-led activities. We understand how important this area is and that it lays the foundation for all other areas of learning. Each child is unique, with developing needs which we plan for and adapt provision or our practice accordingly.

· Circle times focused on love, caring for each other, being healthy
· Role-play opportunities focused on sharing, respect and resolving conflict
· Give the children time to share their experiences and what they would like to talk about  
· Sharing stories that the children bring in and explain why it is their favourite


· We follow the JIGSAW programme as a whole school. 
· Jigsaw sessions for Reception – Healthy Me focusing on healthy eating, keeping clean, the importance of sleep, self-hygiene, road safety and stranger danger





	Mathematics

	Number and Numerical Patterns

	OBJECTIVES

Nursery follow the ‘Master the Curriculum’ scheme of work.

Children in Nursery will be learning to:

· Count, recognise and understand the composition of 5
· Recognise the shape of a pentagon and link it to 5 sides
· Count, recognise and understand the composition of 6
· To build the number 6 on a tens frame
· Recite numbers past 5
· Can show finger numbers up to 5
· Sing a range of number songs and rhymes
· Rote count and count objects using their pointy finger to help them
· To recognise and describe objects in terms of tall, short, long, short, heavy and light, full and empty
· Make comparisons between objects in relation to size, length, capacity, weight and height











Children in Reception will be learning to:

· Count objects, actions and sounds to 5 then up to 10
· Subitise (recognise without counting) quantities up to 5
· Explore the composition of numbers to 10
· Recognise numerals to 10
· Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value
· Count beyond 10
· Begin to count back from 10 then 20 
· Compare quantities and numbers
· Use mathematical vocabulary of more, fewer/less and the same
· Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship between consecutive numbers
· Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0-5 and some to 10
· Is able to continue, copy and create repeating patterns


Reception children follow the Power Maths scheme as well as taking part in the NCTEM Mastering Number programme. This programme links to Numberblocks.


	LEARNING SEQUENCE 

· Count, subitise and recognise 5 objects and link this to the numeral 5
· Describe and recognise different sized pentagons
· Count, subitise and recognise 6 objects and link this to the numeral 6
· Build numbers from 1-6 on a tens frame
· Compare objects of different lengths and heights. Learn the vocabulary of long, tall and short and link this to the story of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and the rhyme, ‘I’m a Little Bean.’ 
· Teach the children to begin to use the comparative language of longer and shorter when comparing their ‘beanstalks’.
· Compare weights using balance scales through the rhyme ‘5 Little Monkeys Swinging in the Trees’ and the story of ‘Goldilocks’. Teach the children how to use the balance scales with a range of objects of a different mass.
· Teach the children to use the comparative language of heavy and light. Challenge them to sort objects by weight. 
· Compare objects to see which is long, short, tall, big and small.
· Begin to use this mathematical language and sort objects by size and length e.g. from shortest to longest.
· Sing a range of number rhymes and songs e.g. Sing a Song of Sixpence






· Subitise with numbers to 5 when shown different dot and dice patterns. Explain how they knew e.g. “I can see a 3 and a 2”. 
· Count 1:1 to 10 – count a selection of dragons, find and count a selection of objects from the classroom from 0-10
· Count actions such as stamps, claps, taps and sounds using different musical instruments, focus on stopping at a certain number
· Show a range of ways of building numbers from 5 – 10 e.g. using Numicon, using a tens frame, on a number line, with dice, on a Rekenrek and using their fingers
· Discuss and explore the composition of numbers from 5 - 10
· Focus on rote counting forwards and backwards – count children at self-registration, when lining up, when singing number songs
· Counting and matching numeral to quantity to 10
· Compare numbers; different amounts of objects in jars for children to compare, use different objects to compare more/fewer/less/equal – can you make it equal and fair? Compare quantities shown on tens frames and in arrangements
· Explore addition through the part-whole model and on a tens frame. Combine objects together to find the whole. Understand vocabulary of total and altogether
· Learn different ways to make 5 and recite these facts
· Explore subtraction by taking objects away. Link to number stories. Use dragon rhyme and show on a tens frame
· Explore number composition – show on a tens frame and with fingers the different ways to build 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10
· Sing a range of counting songs, linking to number lines and props
· Daily counting to 20 and beyond – forwards and backwards
· Explore making simple and complex repeating patterns using a range of materials e.g. paint and print, natural materials, find patterns around them, spot the errors, colour repeating patterns
· Describe the patterns and continue a pattern verbally
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Link patterns to the books ‘Pants’ and ‘More Pants’ – can they create a pair of patterned pants?
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