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Thematic Overview Nursery and Reception 2024-2025

	Autumn
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	
	Magical Me (All About Me)
	Magical Me (Festivals and Celebrations)

	


Curriculum Area
	UTW
	Our Bodies and Our Senses 
Exploring our natural world using all of our senses
Seasonal Changes (Summer to Autumn)
Harvest festival – celebration in Dacre Church
Our likes and dislikes, where we live, our homes, our families, our school and our wider community
Sharing past and present personal events – our holidays, our weekend, special events
Computing – using the Ipads/Mini-Mash/Online Safety and introduction to Numbots
	UTW
	Light and Dark/Night and Day/Making shadows
Describes what they can see in the natural world
Seasonal Changes (Autumn to Winter)
Festivals and Celebrations from different religions of the world
Christmas celebrations in school/discuss their family traditions
Exploring significant people and events – Bonfire Night/Guy Fawkes/ Remembrance Day – look at photos from the past
Making links and connections with their own personal experiences
Computing – completing a simple program/taking photos on the Ipads/drawing pictures on a screen using Mini-Mash

	
	EAD
	Drawing to express ideas and feelings - portraits
Painting – naming colours, experiment with primary colours to make new secondary colours
Harvest Songs – sing and perform
Music – Charanga – Me! 
Imaginative play – develop storylines in their play
	EAD
	Developing their drawing skills – using shapes to represent objects
Mark Making - Explore using different materials to make marks
Christmas Play – sing and perform. Learn songs, lines and actions
Introduction to a range of different instruments
Music – Charanga – My Stories
Imaginative play – acts out different scenes

	
	C&L
	Listening and attention/sharing experiences/Poetry Basket/engage in storytimes/develop vocabulary
	C&L
	Growing in confidence to talk/share ideas/perform
Extending vocabulary/Poetry Basket/act out stories

	
	PD
	Moving in different ways/awareness of space
Gymnastics – balancing/using climbing apparatus
Fine Motor skills – loose parts/pegs/pencil control
	PD
	Linking movements/develop basic movement skills
Gymnastics – rolling/climbing and jumping with increasing control
Fine Motor skills – pencil control/using paintbrushes and art tools

	
	PSED
	Settling in/new routines/organising themselves/becoming more independent
Establishing and building relationships 
Jigsaw – Being Me in My World
	PSED
	Developing their confidence/managing feelings and regulating their self with less support
Maintaining relationships/sharing/taking turns
Jigsaw – Celebrating Difference

	
	Literacy

	Nursery – Twinkl Phonics – Level 1
Pre-Writing shapes/mark making and diary writing
Reception - Twinkl Phonics – Level 2 sounds
Writing – Lists/labels and captions/Harvest poetry
Name writing and handwriting – basic shapes
	Literacy

	Nursery – Twinkl Phonics – Level 1
Mark making using gross motor skills/name writing and diary
Reception - Twinkl Phonics – Level 2 sounds
Writing – Diary writing/writing letters/cards and invitations/poetry
Name writing and handwriting – level 2 sounds

	
	Maths
	Nursery – Colours/Matching and Sorting
Reception - Counting to 5/ Comparing groups of identical and non-identical objects
	Maths
	Nursery – Number 1 and 2/Patterns
Reception – 2D/3D shapes/One More/One Less/Addition – Part Whole Model and spatial awareness (positional language)

	Suggested Texts
	The Colour Monster, The Colour Monster Goes to School, Funnybones, Lucy’s Picture, Poetry Basket poems linked to Harvest and Autumn
	Bonfire Night and Autumn Poetry, Diwali (Rama and Sita), Remembrance Day, Scarecrow’s Wedding, Letter Writing – Dear Santa/The Jolly Christmas Postman

	Spring
	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	
	Cool Castles
	Daring Dragons

	



Curriculum Area
	UTW
	Pushes and Pulls – forces around us
Observing and discussing the weather and Seasonal Changes (Winter to Spring) 
Chinese New Year – learn about another culture
Look at castles and their features, explore a local castle (School Trip) 
Develop geographical vocabulary, use maps 
Look at photos/books to find out about life in castles
Computing – Technology at home and in school
Using computers to find information
	UTW
	Everyday Materials – exploring/naming and describing textures
Talks about the differences in materials and changes they notice
Develop understanding of local history (Lady Anne Clifford)
Answer questions about the past and compare it to now
Investigate historical figures from the past and create timelines. (Kings/Queens)
Learn about local landmarks
Look at photos/books to find out about dragons
Computing – Lego Builders
Programming Bee-Bots and using coding on Purple Mash/Ipads

	
	EAD
	Experiment with ripping paper/describe textures
Use a range of materials to create a collage castle
Designing and building castles
Listening to a range of music and dances & discuss
Music – Charanga – Everyone
Imaginative play – role play and retell traditional tales
	EAD
	Experiment with different materials e.g. play dough, plastacine/clay
Explore sculpture to create our own dragon egg
Using shapes to create a pattern/design on their models
Performs songs, rhymes and poems with others
Music – Charanga – Our World
Imaginative play – create extended storylines in play with peers

	
	C&L
	Retelling stories/developing descriptive language/sequencing of stories/Poetry Basket
	C&L
	Listening attentively to a range of songs/rhymes and poems
Join in with repeated refrains/rhymes/Poetry Basket

	
	PD
	Dance - Moving to music/linking movements/performing to an audience/review
Fine Motor skills – scissor skills/tweezers/sticking
	PD
	Throwing and Catching using different sized balls
Bat and Ball skills – football skills, rolling balls, hitting a ball
Fine Motor skills – hand strength/manipulating dough/moulding

	
	PSED
	Feelings and emotions – express their feelings and consider the feelings of others
Show resilience and perseverance when challenged
Jigsaw – Dreams and Goals
	PSED
	Healthy living – importance of sleep, exercise, healthy diet etc. Managing hygiene and understand importance of good self-hygiene
Playing together to create models & storylines – collaborative play
Jigsaw – Healthy Me!

	
	Literacy
	Nursery – Twinkl Phonics – Level 1
Emergent writing/name writing and diary
Reception - Twinkl Phonics – Level 3 sounds
Traditional Stories/ Poetry and Rhyme – listening for rhyming and rhythmical patterns/rhyming strings
Writing – Diary writing/story writing, sequencing and retelling using puppets/drama
Name writing and handwriting – level 3 sounds
	Literacy
	Nursery – Twinkl Phonics – Level 1
Pencil control/emergent writing/name writing and diary
Reception – Twinkl Phonics – Level 3 sounds
Stories with Predictable Phrases – We’re Going on a Dragon Hunt
Acting out stories/retelling stories and thinking of their own parts
Poetry and Rhyme – writing their own poems about dragons
Writing – Diary writing/story writing/descriptive writing
Name writing and handwriting – level 3 sounds/letter families

	
	Maths


	Nursery – Number 3/Number 4/Number 5
Reception – Numbers to 10/Comparing groups within 10/Addition to 10/Number bonds to 10/Ten frames
	Maths
	Nursery – Number 6/Height and Length/Mass/Capacity
Reception – Length, height and distance/Weight
Subtraction/Composition of numbers and making patterns

	Suggested Texts
	Jack and The Beanstalk, Traditional Tales with a twist. Cinderella, Princess and the Pea, The Three Little Pigs
	Tell Me a Dragon, George and the Dragon, Zog, There is no Dragon in This Story. How to Trap a Dragon, That’s not my Dragon. 



	Summer 
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	Our Wonderful Wild World
	Our Wonderful Wild World

	


Curriculum Area
	UTW
	Animals – lifecycles/looking after animals/diet etc.
Observing the weather/changes in state
Similarities and differences between life in this country and life in another country
Seasonal Changes (Spring to Summer)
Use maps and globes to learn about the world
Comparing hot and cold climates
Learning about how things have changed over time
Computing – Mouse and Trackpad Skills
Maze Explorers/Purple Mash
	UTW
	Plants and Trees – growing plants/lifecycles/naming plants
Exploring our natural world – making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants
Caring for the environment/looking after our planet – what can we do to help our local area as well as the wider world
Reviewing the seasons throughout the year – how do trees change? Discuss the changes that happen in the natural world
Comparing where we live with a different child’s home
Computing – Drawing skills on Mini-Mash and Ipads
Coding – Bee-Bots and using coding on Purple Mash and Ipads

	
	EAD
	Look at different patterns on textiles from around the world
Discover the works of textile and collage artists like Eric Carle and create our own piece
Music – Charanga – Big Bear Funk
Imaginative play – role play being in another world
	EAD
	Learn about Print – repeating and overlapping shapes/create impressions in plastacine
Prepare simple healthy dishes from around the world
Learn where our food comes from
Music – Charanga – Reflect, Rewind and Replay
Imaginative play – group narratives, listening and building on ideas

	
	C&L
	Recounting past events using the correct tenses/read aloud to the class/Poetry basket/extend vocabulary
	C&L
	Asking questions and answering them in full sentences/Use books to find information/Poetry Basket/serve & return conversations

	
	PD
	Running and Jumping skills
Multi-skills – working together as a team
Fine Motor skills – threading activities/printing
	PD
	Awareness of space/obstacles around them
Preparation for Sports Day – athletics
Fine Motor skills – repeating patterns using different sized prints

	
	PSED
	Solving problems/talking about our feelings
Building positive and healthy relationships
Jigsaw - Relationships
	PSED
	How our body changes as we grow/naming body parts
Coping positively with change/managing transitions
Jigsaw – Changing Me

	
	Literacy

	Nursery – Twinkl Phonics – Level 1
Emergent writing/orally compose a sentence/diary
Simple recount – diary/recount of trip/event
Poetry and Rhyming – listening for rhyming and rhythmical patterns/continuing a rhyming string/descriptive writing 
Writing - creating and writing poems/shape poems
Name writing and handwriting – tricky words
	Literacy

	Nursery – Twinkl Phonics – Level 1
Emergent writing/writing letters & marks to communicate meaning
Recognise print in their environment/Oral Blending & Segmenting
Reception – Twinkl Phonics – Level 3 sounds
Instructions – When do we use? What do they look like?
Look at examples of instructions when we are cooking/read them
Writing – Diary writing/instruction writing/lists of ingredients
Name writing and handwriting – capital letters & number formation

	
	Maths
	Nursery – Positional language/more & fewer/shapes
Reception - Counting on and back/ Numbers to 20/Doubling, halving and sharing/odds and evens 
	Maths
	Nursery – Number composition 1-5/Sequencing/Numbers to 5
Reception – Composing and decomposing shapes/Volume and Capacity - Measure/Sorting/Time – My Day

	Suggested Texts
	Non-fiction texts linked to animals around the worlds, Information leaflet, fact files/Selection of shape poems linked to animals
	Non-fiction texts linked to plants and trees - Life cycle of a sunflower, How do seeds grow? Range of instructions e.g. recipes, game instructions, how to….
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