5th September 2025
Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to a new year at Stainton School, and welcome to the Year 4/5 class. I am looking forward to getting to know your child and working together so that we have a very exciting and productive year. The following information will hopefully help you become familiar with the new routines of Years 4 and 5 in order to support your child as they settle in to their new class. 
Classroom Routines. 
At the start of the day, the children are to enter school via the junior’s entrance. Children have their own peg and shoe storage in this cloakroom. Coats, book bags, PE bags and lunch boxes are left in the cloakroom, and water bottles are brought into the classroom. At the end of the day, the children will collect their belongings from the cloakroom and be dismissed from the cloakroom via the glass door. 
Start of School
Doors open at 8:30am and there will always be a morning task ready for the children. This is an opportunity to consolidate prior learning often with an English or Maths focus. Registers are taken by 8:45am and children start each day with a Collective Worship in the hall at 8:55am.
Reading Books.
In the coming week, each child will be assessed for their current reading age. The children will then choose a reading book from their book level to take home along with their new reading record. As we are aiming for the children to become more independent, they will be encouraged to fill in their own reading records to show when they have read. The children are encouraged to read five days a week and can change their books as and when they need to. Please help to be part of their weekly reading by listening to your child read at home and make comments in their reading books as well. Children will also have opportunities to read in school; independently and in guided reading lessons.
Homework.

Homework will begin on 8th September, once the class have had the time to settle into their new class and work routines.

The children will be given homework on a Monday, which will be a consolidation of work covered in class. This should be handed in on Friday mornings.
We practice Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs) for our Maths homework. Children receive an introductory guide sheet at the start of the term. Each half term, your child will receive a KIRFs target, including an introductory guide sheet and a weekly activity to do as homework. Children also have a username and password to access Times Tables Rockstars. It can be played on a tablet or computer and children can play this at any time as part of their maths homework. Children will also have one additional piece of weekly homework.
Children will also have spellings to practice each week. Spellings will be given on Mondays and tested the following Monday.
Year 4 and 5 KIRF’s targets
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P.E. 
In the Autumn term, Year 4 will be doing swimming on Wednesday afternoon. Meanwhile, Year 5 will receive a PE lesson at school. Please ensure children bring appropriate clothing for outdoor sessions as we are focussing on netball skills. In addition to this, both year groups will have a P.E. session - on Friday morning. An external coach is coming to teach dance sessions.
Bikeability
For Year 5, Bikeability will take place on Mon 8th-Wed 10th September. Children need to bring a helmet and clothing suitable for wet weather. Children can bring in a change of clothes in case they get wet. Suggested items: outdoor PE kit and waterproofs.  Year 5 need to bring their bikes in at the start of the day and leave them next to the fence on the small playground. At the end of each day, the bikes will be stored in our classroom for safety. Children’s bikes can be collected at the end of school on Wednesday.

Year 4 have their introductory Bikeability session on Wednesday morning. Their bikes can also be delivered to the small playground and can be collected at the end of the day.
Fantastic Friday
Please see the additional letter regarding Fantastic Friday.
If you have any questions about anything, please call the school office. I am available after school most days.

I look forward to the term ahead, 

Mrs Campbell.
