A framework for RE and EYFS:
Unit title: Why am I special to God?
	What is the child learning?
	What could an adult do?
	What could an adult provide?


	Children can recognise their own uniqueness and then that all are unique but in different ways
RE AT2: identity and belonging
 FS: I can say how I am cared for and by whom
Level 1: I can talk about where I belong and why that is important

Children can talk about God’s love and care for everyone 
RE AT1: beliefs, teachings and sources
FS: I can say that the Bible is a special book for Christians
Level 1: I can remember a story about God’s love and talk about it

PSED self - confidence and self-awareness
ELG: Children are confident to speak in a familiar group and talk about their ideas
30-50b Welcomes and values praise for what they have done
40-60 Initiates conversation, attends to and takes account of what others say

UTW: Can talk about their own lives and those of family members
30-50e knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities in relation to family or friends
40-60a enjoys joining in with family customs and routines

ELG for EAD:
Represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design, technology, art, music, dance, role play, stories




















	Encourage children to bring in something that is special to them and talk about it what is special to them

Create a class collage of special things

Bring in a baby photo of themselves- guess who is who! Discussion of features , hair colour etc

Draw a self-portrait

Star of the day – encourage children to talk about the specialness of another person in class

Children identify who they belong to – family pictures – create a model house that opens up 

Show symbol of the fish – sign of early Christians belonging to God’s church.  Children talk about their belonging not only to family but school. Look at school logo.  What could they draw to show their belonging?

Look at school worship table –what are the special objects that show we belong to a church school? Make one object from playdoh or lego

Make a name bracelet for yourself or another child

Tell a Bible story about Jesus’ special friends/disciples e.g. calling of the disciples Children express feelings about what they imagine it would be like to be one of those special friends

Read/show pictures/video clip of God’s creation of the world and the place of people in that world 

Make a class friendship circle to show everyone is important and part of God’s family

The Lord’s Prayer – say it together - shows our specialness to God – shows him as “Our Father    “ to Christians

Discuss the idea of prayer as a way of talking to God – to say thank you, and asking for what we need – write a class prayer
 Link with Christian values: LOVE, RESPECT, FRIENDSHIP. FORGIVENESS

Religious vocabulary to introduce: creation, disciples, Jesus
	Stories which show belonging:
Guess how much I love you by Sam McBratney and Anita Jeram
Nothing by Mick Inkpen
Dogger by Shirley Hughes

Bible stories e.g Jesus calling his disciples, the birth of Jesus

Pictures of Jesus with children

“Opening up Belonging” from www.retoday.org.uk 

Songs: e.g. 
Special Creation from Together Again CD www.twelvebaskets.co.uk 
There are hundreds of sparrows (Come and Praise 1 no.15)
Colours of Day (Come and Praise 1 no 55)

Ribbon and beads for name bracelets

Template for model house which can be opened
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                                   A framework for RE and EFYS
			
Unit title: What are special stories for Christians?
	What is the child learning?
	What could an adult do?
	What could an adult provide?


	Children are able to talk about what stories are special to them and why they are important
Links with RE AT2 strand: values and commitments
FS: I can talk about things that are special to me
Level 1: I can talk about things that are special to me and to other people

Children are able to talk about Bible stories and know that these are connected to Christian beliefs – particularly in the stories Jesus told
This learning could also link with stories from other faiths
Links with RE AT1 strand, beliefs, teachings and sources
FS:  I can talk about an event in a Bible story
Level 1: I can remember a religious story and talk about it

ELGs:
By the end of Foundation Stage:
PSED Children are confident to speak in a familiar group
As part of this they can fulfil:
30-50a Can play in a group, extending and elaborating play ideas
40-60b Explain own knowledge and understanding and ask appropriate questions of others
40-60d are confident to speak to others about own needs, wants, interests and opinions
EAD
All of 30-50 d. g, h, i, j,
40-60d introduces a storyline/narrative into their play
40-60e Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the same themes
40-60f plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act out a narrative

N.B.
These generic principles can be transferred to any other religion’s stories you may be using in RE with children in EYFS

















	Use a Godly Play approach to introduce Bible stories e.g the Prodigal Son, the Lost Sheep, Houses built on Rock and Sand, Good Samaritan, Jonah and the Whale
Children bring in books that are special to them and talk about them. Create a classroom display of these books
Storybags to help children re-tell a Bible story. These bags can  be sent home to share with parents/carers
Role play a Bible story
Children do artwork to illustrate part of a story – event or character
Hot seating a character from a story, using props to help
Children make up appropriate music sounds as a soundtrack to a story
Make up songs about Bible stories – using familiar nursery rhyme tunes
Use games to go with Bible stories e.g. hiding and searching for the Lost Sheep
Small world play – Children recognise which objects fit in with the story and which don’t? They can also add objects that are appropriate
Show children different versions of the Bible and explain that the stories in the Bible are special for Christians
Make a class pictogram of children’s favourite Bible story
Link with Christian values:
Which stories show FORGIVENESS, TRUST, PROMISE, HOPE

Introduce religious vocabulary:
Bible, Old and New Testament, Jesus, parable, Christian




Most of these activity ideas are transferable into other religions e.g. the Godly Play approach.  The ‘I wonder’ principles will enable children to interact and relate to their own ideas, background and experiences
	Different simple versions of the Bible e.g. Lion storyteller Bible
Usborne Children’s First Bible
Jesus Said, Bible Storybook (Candle Books)

Video clips/short films e.g.
The Good Samaritan www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips
Clip 7038 puppet version
Clip 4455 cartoon version
Also look at www.request.org.uk

Different objects/props to accompany the stories

Recording equipment for sounds and songs

Variety of musical instruments

Nursery rhyme tunes for composing songs about different Bible stories

Simple action songs for Bible stories e.g. The wise man built his house upon a rock

Godly Play scripts and materials for Bible stories used














Again, these are general principles that can apply to any religion being introduced at this stage.  Reference will need to be made to the sacred text sources 



								[image: Diocesan_logo[1]]																						
A framework for RE and EYFS
Unit title: What is a special place?
	What is the child learning?
	What could an adult do?
	What could an adult provide?


	Children know that places are special for different people.  They can talk about their own special places and some will be able to explain why.

RE AT2: values and commitments
‘’I can’ talk about things/places that are special to me
They understand how it is important to behave appropriately  in different places

RE AT1 , practices and ways of life
‘I can’ recognise places that are important to Christians

PSED: managing feelings and behaviour
ELG: Children talk about how they and others show feelings and talk about their own and other’s behaviour, and know that some behaviour is unacceptable
30-50h will communicate freely about own home and community
40-60b Explain own knowledge and understanding, and ask appropriate questions of others

UTW:
ELG Children know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions
30-50b Remember and talk about significant events in their own experiences
30-50c recognise and describe special times/places and events for family or friends








	Children talk about their special place in their own environment
 
Children identify and explain their special place in school and take others to it

Children create a special place in the classroom and decide who goes in and when, numbers at any one time etc.

Talk about special places for different people – illustrate with photos children think about what makes them special and why

Visit a church – children use the senses – what can they see, hear, smell

Name different objects/artefacts within a church
Create artwork based on stained glass images

Make a matching game – words and objects/artefacts together - - how many can children identify?
(extension activity: recognise different images of the same object)

Role play some events that happen in church – e.g. christening, wedding

Create a display of things you do in church or different types of crosses found there – make a cross or a candle

Write a class guide book about what you find in a church

Sorting exercise –what belongs in church and what doesn’t

Questioning activities about a church – what do you find interesting? What is your favourite part of the church and why?  What do you want to know more about?

Listen to what the about what the vicar/curate does and look at the clothes they may wear. 

Listen to church bells and discuss why they are used

Children listen to some hymns/songs that are sung in church and sing ones they may know/have learnt

Link with Christian values: RESPECT, REVERENCE, FAITH

Religious vocabulary: vicar, pulpit, altar cross, bible, stained glass windows, font, church, pews


Children talk about their special place in their own environment
 
Children identify and explain their special place in school and take others to it

Children create a special place in the classroom and decide who goes in and when, numbers at any one time etc.

Talk about special places for different people – illustrate with photos children think about what makes them special and why

Visit a church – children use the senses – what can they see, hear, smell

Name different objects/artefacts within a church
Create artwork based on stained glass images

Make a matching game – words and objects/artefacts together - - how many can children identify?
(extension activity: recognise different images of the same object)

Role play some events that happen in church – e.g. christening, wedding

Create a display of things you do in church or different types of crosses found there – make a cross or a candle

Write a class guide book about what you find in a church

Sorting exercise –what belongs in church and what doesn’t

Questioning activities about a church – what do you find interesting? What is your favourite part of the church and why?  What do you want to know more about?

Listen to what the about what the vicar/curate does and look at the clothes they may wear. 

Listen to church bells and discuss why they are used

Children listen to some hymns/songs that are sung in church and sing ones they may know/have learnt

Link with Christian values: RESPECT, REVERENCE, FAITH

Religious vocabulary: vicar, pulpit, altar cross, bible, stained glass windows, font, church, pews





	Photos of different churches – in this country and the wider world

Pictures of special places

Create a reflective space in the classroom for the children to think about questions they may have about special places

Provide materials for the children to make a special place in the classroom

Prepare for a visit to a church by having artefacts/photos for children to look at prior to the visit

Coloured cellophane and black paper for stained glass windows

Books:
Five Minutes Peace by Jill Murphy

Reverend Freddie Fisher doll from www.books@press.co.uk
For children to dress in his vestments

www.request.org.uk
for church bells and examples of hymns sung in church
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A framework for RE and EYFS
Unit title: What is a celebration? 
(the main focus for this unit of work is Christmas but is transferable to other important religious festivals, particularly Easter and harvest)
	What is the child learning?
	What could an adult do?
	What could an adult provide?


	Children are able to talk about what a celebration is and describe some that are familiar to them e.g. birthday, birth of a baby,  wedding
Links with RE AT2 strand: values and commitments:
FS I can talk about things that are special to me
Level 1 I can talk about something that is special to me and other people

Children are able to talk about aspects of Christmas –Jesus as a special baby and some events around his birth
 (could also link with special events aound  Hannakah, Divali if appropriate) 

Links with RE AT1 strand, beliefs, teachings and sources
FS I can say that Christmas is a special time for Christians
Level 1 I can remember the story about Jesus’ birth and talk about it

Early Learning Goals:
By the end of Foundation Stage:
:
PSED Children are confident to speak in a familiar group
As part of this they can fulfil:
40-60d confident to speak to others about own needs ,wants, interests and opinions
UTW Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members.  They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this.  They know about similarities  and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions
30-50a shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them
30-50b remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience
30-50c recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends
40-60a enjoys joining in with family customs and routines



Claire Craggs has produced materials on a “Travelling Nativity” – with information about how this can be done – see following pages











	· Lead a discussion about a celebration that children can name.  Children share their individual experiences, reflect on the different elements that make a celebration e.g. cards, decorations, presents, visitors, food

· Encourage children to bring in photos of themselves in celebration events, including baby photos


· Read the Christmas story in chunks
· Children  unwrap the different layers in a wrapped present at different points in the story and find Jesus in the middle of the present.

· Use nativity figures to tell the story or use a Godly Play approach with ‘I wonder’ questions. Children encouraged to use figures to re-enact the story


· Children talk about different parts of the story of Jesus’ birth from a selection of Christmas cards/works of – children identify the different parts/scenes/characters

· Children listen to Christmas carols that tell of Jesus’ birth – paint a picture to show part of this

· Role play different parts of the story
· Link with Christian values:

· Which character shows, FRIENDSHIP, HOPE, KINDNESS?

· Introduce words such as:
Bible, angel, Mary, Joseph, Jesus, stable, shepherds, donkey, star
	· Wrapping paper for presents

· Books/stories about different celebrations

· Have a nativity scene set up in the classroom

· Role play area – what would you need for a new baby?

· Craft corner – making cards, decorations

· Art materials for painting

· Visit from  a new mum and baby

· Writing area: speech bubbles to record thoughts and feelings

· Display the relevant Christian values in the classroom


· Use of props for re-telling the Christmas story

· Christmas Carols CDs for children to listen to whilst painting, writing, making cards e.g. Out of the Ark Resources

· Have a “Travelling Nativity” which can be taken home each night by individual children and shared with parents/carers
              (NB Claire Cragg’s article on how to do this)

· Book to record thoughts/photos of children’s “Travelling Nativity” experiences

· Books about the Christmas story:
The Wise Men visit
The First Christmas,
The Lion Beginners Bible
The Lion Storyteller Bible by Bob Hartman
· Childs’ eye view  Media Ltd.Festivals 2 DVD 
· 
· Puddles and the Christmas Play and supporting materials Board Game and Advent and Christmas picture dominoes from www.books@press.co.uk
This website also has stories connected with Harvest, Weddings, Easter




A framework for RE and EYFS:					[image: Diocesan_logo[1]]		Unit title: Why is Jesus special? 
	What is the child learning?
	What could an adult do?
	What could an adult provide?


	Children know that Jesus is central to Christian belief and teaching.  He teaches us about values and rules to live our lives
He teaches us how to treat others and the meaning of true friendship
Jesus’ actions in helping people e.g feeding of the 5000 and healing of the paralysed man let down through the roof
Jesus taught people about the importance of praying to God through the example of the Lord’s Prayer

Links with:
FS  AT1 Practices and ways of life:  I can recognise  people and actions that are important to Christians
AT2:I can say how I am cared for and by whom

Level 1 AT1 I can recognise religious art, symbols, words and talk about them
AT2 Values and commitments: I can talk about what is important to me and other people

ELG: Form positive relationships with adults and other children
40-60 Explains own knowledge and understanding and asks appropriate questions of others
40-60 Confident to speak to others about own needs, wants, interests and opinions
40-60 Talk about fair and unfair situations ,their own and other children’s feelings and how we can make things fair

UTW:: 30-50e knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family

EAD:
40-60d Introduces  a storyline or narrative into their [play
40-60e Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme
40-60f Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act out a narrative































	Brainstorm/discuss words with children for words that describe a good friend.  Make a list

Show different images of Jesus in different situations/stories –teaching, healing, telling stories. Children think about  how his actions show him as a friend -  label key words

Table top activity – use a mixing bowl. Children use key words of their choosing  to create a recipe for a good friend

Share with children the story of the 5000, using relevant props – questioning activity – how did Jesus solve the problem of not enough food to go round and why he performed the miracle?

Use thought bubbles to describe feelings of his followers and friends for this and other stories e.g. calming of the storm

Talk about Jesus teaching people when and how to pray to God –show simple version of the Lord’s Prayer, Children create a special frame/border to go round this to show that it is a special prayer

Show children how Christians pray in different ways – model for children to copy – hands together, eyes closed, kneeling, sitting, standing and relate to what is done ins school at prayer times

Children’s own painted handprints to write own simple prayers e.g. please help me, I’m sorry, thank you, help others. friends and family

Children construct a prayer corner/space with objects relevant to them with Prayer Box to add own prayer

Use a story sack for the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus. Ask children in small groups to re-tell the story to others using the objects in the story sack

Game of hide and seek  - hide objects in the story sack around the classroom – can children find them all and then tell the whole story?

Pairs game - talk about the Christian values of FORGIVENESS, TRUST, FRIENDSHIP AND HOPE which are shown in some of the above activities and get the children to match these words with an appropriate picture

Introduce religious words such as:
esus, prayer, healing, disciples/followers, miracles
	Images of Jesus  involved in different actions e.g Picturing Jesus packs from REtoday www.retoday.org.uk

Stories about Jesus – use simple Bible version such as 
Jesus Said Bible Storybook pub. Candle Books or The Lion Storyteller Bible by Bob Hartman pub. Lion

Simple version/school version  of the Lord’s Prayer for display

A book of simple prayers

Art materials/paint

Word cards for qualities of a friend

Thought bubble cards

Display space for questions

Prayer box

Space for a prayer area

Template/writing frame for children’s own prayers

Story sack +relevant objects for Zacchaeus story e.g bag of money, branch or leaves, cup and saucer, shoe, collection bag, picture of Jesus Opening up Christianity pub by REtodayp.3 gives further details of a Zacchaeus Treasure Hunt

Video clip of the story www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips
Clip 4465

Objects that children might want to include in a prayer space e.g. candle, small table, cloth, pictures




A framework for RE and EYFS
Unit title: How do we look after the world?
	What is the child learning?
	What could an adult do?
	What could an adult provide?


	Children are able to talk about their own experiences of what is important to them where they live and who is important to them
Links with RE AT2 strand: values and commitments:
FS: I can talk about things that are special to me
Level 1:  I can talk about what is important to me and to other people
Children are able to talk about the different  parts of the created world  e.g. sun, moon stars, land , water, plants , creatures and human beings and understand  that  Christians believe that God created each part.

 Links with RE AT1 strand, meaning, purpose and truth
FS: I can communicate what is interesting about God’s world
Level 1 I can talk about what is interesting and puzzling

Early Learning Goals:
By the end of Foundation Stage:
:
PSED Children are confident to speak in a familiar group
As part of this they can fulfil:
40-60b Explain own knowledge and understanding and asks appropriate questions of others
40-60dconfident to speak to others about own needs ,wants, interests and opinions
30-50h  will communicate freely about own home and community

EAD 
30-50i Uses available resources to create props to support role play
30-50j Captures experiences and responses with a range of media, such as music, dance, paint, and other materials or words










	
Show children a globe –what is it?  What does it show you?

Have a range of objects which children examine and then identify which are man-made and which are natural objects in our world

Have a  “something special box” with a mirror inside – children look inside and can identify  and talk about how they are that “something special”

Looking and listening outside – sensory walk  for what they can hear, see, taste, smell

Godly Play story of the Creation

Set up a nature table display to which children contribute objects from the natural world and talk about them

Listen to the song “What a wonderful world” – discussion, what is wonderful in/about our world?

Opportunities for children to grow/care for a plant or small animal in the classroom – introducing the idea of responsibility or taking care of the world in which we live

Children talk about and create a list of class rules for looking after the world and learn the song, “All things bright and beautiful”
Children create an art display to illustrate the song

A large rainbow to show God’s promise to Noah about the world – children talk about add words of what we promise about the world

Visitors to the classroom to explain their role in looking after our world e.g. park ranger, caretaker – children listen and ask questions

Discussion – recipe for a perfect world and then writing class ‘thank you’ prayer

Recycling – questioning what can we do to help save the resources we have in the world?

Adult led discussion of charities( e.g. Operation Christmas Child, Wateraid, Christian Aid)  that help different people in the world who need help.  Children think about who they can help and how

Game -make a simple 3 piece jigsaw from a map of the world – put one of the following Christian values on each place to emphasise the universal nature of Christianity and its values

Link with Christian values::
TRUST, RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY

Religious vocabulary to be introduced: creation,  God, Adam, Eve, Bible






	
A globe for classroom display

Pictures of this beautiful earth-  use of Whiteboard

Unusual objects from the natural world

Noah’s ark +rainbow – simple version of the story

Book resources e.g 
Dinosaurs and all that rubbish
This Wonderful World – Mick. Inkpen/Nick Butterworth
The Story of Creation by Jane Ray pub. Orchard Books
Noah’s Ark by Jane Ray pub. Orchard Books

Godly Play materials to go with the Creation story

CDs with creation songs
World Playground CDs for different cultures

www.caford.org.uk  ppt. On “God’s Wonderful World”
also from same website A-Z slide show of diversity in the world

The World on our Doorstep – resources from CDEC office@cdec.org.uk which include:
role play outfits for different people in the world

Simple jigsaw puzzles for different aspects of the world – people, places, nature
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